
 

 

For Imports from India visit: 

https://www.tradeindia.com/  

https://www.indiamart.com/  

https://www.indiantradeportal.in/  

                                                      

INDIA@75 | CONSULATE GENERAL OF INDIA 

 

Farewell Message from Ms. Dantu Charandasi

Consul General of India in Perth to Western Australia and Northern Territory 

 

It is with sincere respect that I wish to inform that I end my tenure in Perth on 31 October 2021 as I return to India 

shortly.  

I have had a wonderful opportunity, over the last two years, to work with you all and build friendship with 

Government, Businesses, Universities and Indian Diaspora in Western Australia and Northern Territory. The 

support and kindness extended to me during my tenure has been exceptional, and I wish to express my heartfelt 

gratitude. 

I leave with some wonderful memories of working in Australia, with its multicultural community. I feel pride in the 

hope that I have been able to achieve my mission to a great extent on successfully promoting friendship and 

further advancing India – Western Australia and India – Northern Territory people-to-people & trade relations.  

I extend my best wishes and am sure of your continued support to my successor Mr. A.S. Takhi who will take over 

shortly.  
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Indian Economy: 

India and Australia to sign a Comprehensive Economic 

Cooperation Agreement (CECA) by the end of 2022 

 

The announcement of the CECA was made by Australian 

trade and tourism minister Dan Tehan along with 

Commerce and Industry minister Shri Piyush Goyal. By the 

end of October 2021, both countries will exchange offers on 

the proposed deal. The announcement was made after the 

17th meeting of the India-Australia Joint Ministerial 

Commission. The comprehensive agreement will cover 

trade in goods and services, and a pact on investments as 

well. 

Read More: 

https://indbiz.gov.in/india-and-australia-to-sign-a-

comprehensive-economic-cooperation-agreement-ceca-

by-the-end-of-2022/  

Indian economy likely to grow 7.7% in Jul-Sep led by 

multi-speed recovery: Icra 

The Indian economy is likely to have grown 7.7% in the 

September quarter as half of 14 high frequency indicators 

recovered to their pre-pandemic level during the second 

quarter of FY22, rating agency ICRA. 

Read More: 

https://www.livemint.com/economy/indian-economy-to-

grow-7-7-in-jul-sep-led-by-multi-speed-recovery-icra-

11634805495616.html  

 

 

 

World’s largest free-for-all vaccination drive continues 

to drive India ahead of many developed countries in the 

fight against COVID19 

1 billion V𝐀𝐂𝐂𝐈𝐍𝐄 𝐃𝐎𝐒𝐄𝐒 𝐀𝐃𝐌𝐈𝐍𝐈𝐒𝐓𝐄𝐑𝐄𝐃 

 

Read More: 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1765665  

World Bank sees 8.3% GDP growth in FY22 

India’s economy is expected to grow by 8.3% in the fiscal 

year 2021-22, aided by an increase in public investment and 

incentives to boost manufacturing, according to a World 

Bank report, which backed shifting to a services sector-led 

growth model for the region to strengthen the recovery.  

Read More: 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-

business/world-bank-sees-8-3-gdp-growth-in-

fy22/articleshow/86856544.cms  
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India, Australia working side by side to expand vaccine 

access across Indo-Pacific: PM Scott Morrison 

India and Australia are working side by side in the Quad 

grouping to enlarge vaccine access across the Indo-Pacific 

region, Australian Prime Minister Mr. Scott Morrison stated 

as he wished Mr. Narendra Modi after India accomplished 

the achievement of administering 100 crore COVID-19 

vaccine doses. India made history with the cumulative 

COVID-19 vaccine doses administered in the country 

exceeding the 1 billion milestone. Australian Foreign 

Minister Ms. Marise Payne also praised India for 

administering one billion vaccine doses. 

Read More: 

https://www.ibef.org/news/india-australia-working-side-by-

side-to-expand-vaccine-access-across-indopacific-pm-

scott-morrison  

How PM Modi transformed the largest vaccination 

drive into a Jan Abhiyan 

 

Despite starting a month after the USA began its drive, 

India has managed to outpace the biggest economy of the 

world by administering more than twice the number of 

doses it has done so far. These are not insignificant 

achievements especially given the enormity of challenges 

that India faced. 

Read More: 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/rebel-with-a-

cause/how-pm-modi-transformed-the-largest-vaccination-

drive-into-a-jan-abhiyan/  

 

India going through remarkable transformation of its 

economy: Australian PM 

 

Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison said that India is 

going through a remarkable transformation of its economy 

while talking about the partnership between the two 

countries on new energy economy. Recently, in the first in-

person Quad Leaders' Summit, Prime Ministers of both 

nations agreed on a number of initiatives. 

Read More: 

https://www.timesnownews.com/business-

economy/economy/article/india-going-through-

remarkable-transformation-of-its-economy-australian-

pm/818609  

India's foreign exchange reserves up by US$ 1.492 

billion to US$ 641 billion 

India’s foreign exchange reserves soared by US$ 1.492 

billion to reach US$ 641.008 billion in the week ended on 

October 15, according to RBI data. In the previous week 

ended October 8, the reserves had soared by US$ 2.039 

billion to US$ 639.516 billion. The reserves had reached a 

lifetime high of US$ 642.453 billion in the week ended on 

September 3, 2021. In the reporting week ended October 

15, the increase in the forex fund was primarily on account 

of an increase in foreign currency assets (FCAs), a major 

element of the overall reserves. FCAs rose by US$ 950 

million to US$ 577.951 billion, as per weekly data by the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

Read More: 

https://www.ibef.org/news/indias-foreign-exchange-

reserves-up-by-us-1492-billion-to-us-641-billion  
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Make in India: 

Thales sources Euro 500 million worth Components 

from India 

 

France’s aerospace and technology giant, Thales, has 

bought Euro 500 million worth of components locally 

sourced from India, in what is considered to be a big boost 

to the Government’s Make in India initiative. Thales has 

formed cooperative partnerships with various public and 

private sector industries including L&T and Reliance. 

Read More: 

https://indbiz.gov.in/thales-sources-euro-500-million-

worth-components-from-india/  

Make-in-India drone ferries COVID vaccines in Manipur, 

a first in South Asia 

For the first time in South Asia, a ‘Make in India’ drone 

transported COVID-19 vaccines over an aerial distance of 

15 km in 12-15 minutes in Manipur on October 4. Union 

Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya launched the Indian 

Council of Medical research (ICMR) Drone Response and 

Outreach in Northeast (i-Drone), a delivery model to make 

sure that the vaccines reach everyone. 

Read More: 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/india/make-in-india-

drone-ferries-covid-vaccines-in-manipur-a-first-in-south-

asia-7543611.html  

 

 

 

 

Pharma: 

At high-level UNGA session, world leaders thank India 

for COVID-19 vaccine shipments 

 

Several world leaders expressed their gratitude to India and 

other nations for the help provided through exports of 

vaccines and other critical medical supplies in their national 

statements at the 76th UNGA session's General Debate that 

ran through September 21-27. At present, India is 

manufacturing more than 80 lakhs RT-PCR kits every day.  

Read More: 

https://indianexpress.com/article/world/at-high-level-unga-

session-world-leaders-thank-india-for-covid-19-vaccine-

shipments-7541205/  

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission to ensure equitable 

healthcare, says Bill Gates 

Bill Gates said that the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission 

would ensure equitable and accessible healthcare in India. 

“Congratulations Narendra Modi on the national launch of 

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission. This digital health 

infrastructure will help ensure equitable, accessible 

healthcare delivery and accelerate progress on India’s 

health goals.” 

Read More: 

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/ayushman-bharat-

digital-mission-to-ensure-equitable-healthcare-says-bill-

gates-pm-modi-thanks-him-1858875-2021-09-29  
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Renewables: 

India begins its journey in the large-scale Battery 

Energy Storage System (BESS) for 1,000 MW hour 

project 

 

Government has given go ahead for inviting the expression 

of interest for installation of 1,000 MWh Battery Energy 

Storage System (BESS) as a pilot project. This is the joint 

effort of both Ministry of New and renewable energy and 

Ministry of Power who have been working on this to 

provide a road map for the installation of the energy 

storage system in the country.  

Read More: 

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/headlines/1767850-

india-begins-its-journey-in-large-scale-battery-energy-

storage-system-for-1000-mw-hour-project  

UAE to invest $75bn in India, partner on clean energy: 

Piyush Goyal at Dubai expo 

The UAE government has committed to invest $75 billion 

sovereign funds in India and the two partners have shared 

vision for clean energy as they are working together to start 

manufacturing of equipment for solar power, commerce 

minister Piyush Goyal said in Dubai. 

Read More: 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/uae-to-invest-

75bn-in-india-partner-on-clean-energy-piyush-goyal-at-

dubai-expo-101633202924039.html  

 

 

 

India retains 3rd position in RE investment 

attractiveness index 

 

According to EY, India has retained the third rank in the 

Renewable Energy Country Attractiveness Index. India 

stayed at the third position in the 58th edition of EY’s 

Renewable Energy Country Attractiveness Index’ (RECAI), 

which classifies the world’s top 40 markets on the 

attractiveness of their renewable energy investment and 

deployment opportunities. 

Read More: 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/renewables

/india-retains-3rd-position-in-re-investment-attractiveness-

index/articleshow/86992402.cms  

India’s 450GW renewable energy goal by 2030 doable, 

says John Kerry 

U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry said 

India’s goal of reaching 450 GW of renewable energy (RE) 

by 2030 is doable as it has already crossed the 100 GW RE 

mark. “It is really terrific to see India leading the ISA 

(International Solar Alliance). India is a close partner, and 

the United States strongly supports India’s goal of reaching 

450GW of renewable energy by 2030.” “We believe that it’s 

absolutely doable and will be done. India has already set an 

example for emerging economies by reaching 100GW of 

renewables.”  

Read More: 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/indias-450gw-

renewable-energy-goal-by-2030-doable-says-john-

kerry/article37090853.ece  
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Investments: 

Invest India elected as President of the World 

Association of Investment Promotion Agencies for 

2021-2023.  

 

Siemens firming up big India investment plans 

 

German conglomerate Siemens is finalising its strategic 

plan for the next five years for India and its investments in 

the country are likely to be "more ambitious" than before, 

global chief executive Roland Busch said. Siemens has 

invested close to Euro 1 billion in the past five years in 

India. The investments included its biggest ever acquisition 

in the country - a Rs 2,100 crore deal for electrical and 

electronic equipment maker C&S Electric - earlier this year. 

Read More: 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/cons-

products/electronics/siemens-firming-up-big-india-

investment-plans/articleshow/86828017.cms  

 

Exports: 

India's quarterly exports cross $100 billion-mark for the 

first time 

 

India reported $101.89 billion in exports in the quarter 

ending September, the ministry of commerce and industry 

said, this is the first time that Indian exports have crossed 

$100 billion mark. In September alone, the exports stood at 

$33.44 billion, according to government data. In August, the 

figure was $33.28 billion.  

Read More: 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/business/indias-exports-

cross-100-billion-mark-for-the-first-time-

101633174650115.html  

India's wheat exports could quadruple to 8-year high as 

global prices rally 

India’s wheat exports in 2021 could quadruple from a year 

ago to the highest level in eight years as a rally in global 

prices and higher freight costs make Indian wheat lucrative 

for Asian buyers, two industry officials told Reuters. India’s 

wheat exports could rise to 4.2 million tonnes this year, the 

highest since 2013, Nitin Gupta, vice president at Olam 

Agro India.  

Read More: 

https://www.reuters.com/article/india-wheat-exports-

idUSL1N2R20FM  
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Technology: 

India on the trajectory of becoming a US$1 trillion 

digital economy by 2025 

 

India is on the path to becoming a US$ 1 trillion economy 

in the next five years, given its untapped opportunities in 

manufacturing, engineering, and digitalisation, according to 

the Union Minister of State for Electronics and IT Shri 

Rajeev Chandrasekhar. India is home to over 1,000 global 

companies across diverse sectors. 

Read More: 

https://indbiz.gov.in/india-on-the-trajectory-of-becoming-

a-us1-trillion-digital-economy-by-2025-mos-for-it/  

NITI Aayog, AWS, and Intel Collaborate to Accelerate 

Digital Innovation in India 

NITI Aayog, Amazon Web Services, and Intel have come 

together to establish a new experience studio at the NITI 

Aayog Frontier Technologies Cloud Innovation Center (CIC). 

The studio will be a hub for collaboration and 

experimentation to enable problem solving and innovation 

between government stakeholders, startups, enterprises, 

and industry domain experts. AWS Public Sector CICs are 

also present across Australia, Bahrain, Canada, France, 

Germany, South Korea, and United States. 

Read More: 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1759652  

 

 

 

 

Microsoft launches new initiative to empower AI 

startups in India 

 

Tech giant Microsoft launched a new programme Microsoft 

AI Innovate for nurturing and scaling startups that are 

leveraging Artificial Intelligence (AI). The 10-week initiative 

will support startups in India leveraging AI technologies, 

helping them scale operations, drive innovation, and build 

industry expertise. 

Read more: 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/startups/micros

oft-launches-new-initiative-to-empower-ai-startups-in-

india/articleshow/87157341.cms  

HCL Tech expands partnership with Google Cloud for 

healthcare, life sciences solutions 

HCL Technologies announced that it has expanded its 

strategic partnership with Google Cloud to mutually launch 

healthcare and life sciences solutions for customers. This 

collaboration will deliver the best of HCL and Google 

Cloud’s deep health care and life sciences domain abilities 

and investments through co-innovation and address the 

changes in the industry. 

Read More: 

https://www.ibef.org/news/hcl-tech-expands-partnership-

with-google-cloud-for-healthcare-life-sciences-solutions  
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India's e-commerce industry set to grow 84% by 2024, 

says report 

In India, daily active user (DAU) growth in leading shopping 

apps enhanced in the past three quarters, after Club 

Factory’s elimination from app stores reduced growth in 

mid-2020. The leading 10 apps averaged > 7 million DAUs 

each in Q2 2021, up 18% year-on-year. 

 

Read More: 

https://www.ibef.org/news/indias-ecommerce-industry-set-

to-grow-84-by-2024-says-report  

Indian e-commerce sales could grow by up to 60%, hit 

US$ 84 billion in CY21: study 

 

As per the findings of the report, total e-commerce sales for 

the calendar year 2021 are anticipated to clock US$ 67-84 

billion, up considerably from US$ 52.57 billion achieved in 

2020, and US$ 40.44 billion in 2019. 

Read More: 

https://www.business-

standard.com/article/companies/indian-e-commerce-sales-

could-grow-by-up-to-60-hit-84-bn-in-cy21-study-

121100700644_1.html  

28 unicorns created in India this year: Mrs. Nirmala 

Sitharaman 

The Indian economy has seen the formation of 28 unicorns, 

or startups valued over US$ 1 billion, this year on the back 

of number of reforms unleashed by the government, 

Finance Minister Mrs. Nirmala Sitharaman.  The Department 

for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) has 

identified > 56,630 startups across districts throughout 

India, IVCA stated in a statement mentioning the finance 

minister. Out of 65 Indian unicorn startups, 28 created in 

2021. Addressing the virtual conference of the Indian 

Private Equity and Venture Capital Association (IVCA), FM 

Sitharaman said that in the previous two decades, the 

Indian economy has seen unparalleled development in the 

form of startups.  

Read More: 

https://www.ibef.org/news/28-unicorns-created-in-india-

this-year-mrs-nirmala-sitharaman  

India is at the forefront of a fintech revolution 

 

A report by Boston Consulting Group and FICCI, India is 

well-positioned to achieve a FinTech sector valuation of 

USD 150-160 billion by 2025, implying a USD 100 billion in 

incremental value creation potential.  

Read more: 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/why-india-is-at-the-

forefront-of-a-fintech-

revolution/articleshow/86936413.cms?from=mdr  
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Tourism & Travel: 

Indian travel market to cross $125 billion by FY27, says 

report 

According to a report titled ‘Travel market in India,’ 

published by RedCore – RedSeer’s unit which focuses on 

early-stage companies, the travel market in India, which was 

worth about US$ 75 billion in FY20, is projected to cross 

US$ 125 billion by FY27. The rise in travel is powered by 

developing airport infrastructure and increasing access to 

passports. The Indian travel market is led by ~ 300,000 

travel agents who represent the largest share by booking 

channel of around 52%. 

Read More: 

https://www.ibef.org/news/indian-travel-market-to-cross-

125-billion-by-fy27-says-report  

Centre Announces 5 Lakh Tourist Visas For FREE 

 

As COVID-19 cases are declining in India, the Centre has 

decided to permit foreign tourists into the country by 

offering tourist visas to those flying by chartered planes 

from October 15. Foreign travelers entering India by regular 

planes will be given tourist visas from November 15. 

Additionally, the Centre had also stated earlier that once 

the issuance of visas resumes, the first 5 lakh tourist visas 

will be given free of charge. Tourist visas were suspended 

ever since the pandemic hit the country in 2020. 

Read More: 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-

business/india-to-issue-free-5-lakh-tourist-visas-give-easy-

loans-to-travel-agents-tour-

guides/articleshow/83919347.cms  

 

Space: 

PM Modi launches Indian Space Association, says India 

to ensure space unites the world 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Indian Space 

Association (ISpA) and said that India will ensure that the 

space sector unites the world. "India will have to ensure that 

space plays an important role in uniting, connecting the 

world in the 21st century". He said that reforms in the space 

sector are based on four pillars: freedom of innovation to 

the private sector, the government's role as an enabler, 

preparing the youth for the future and seeing the space 

sector as a tool for the development of the common man.  

Read More: 

https://www.firstpost.com/tech/science/pm-modi-launches-

indian-space-association-to-act-as-collective-voice-of-

space-industry-10058931.html  

Defence: 

India conducts successful user test of nuclear-capable 

ICBM 

India conducted the first user trial of its fully indigenous 

nuclear-capable intercontinental ballistic missile, covering a 

range of about 5,000 kilometers Agni-5 is indigenously 

designed and developed by India’s Defence Research and 

Development Organization.  

Read More: 

https://www.defensenews.com/training-

sim/2021/10/28/india-conducts-successful-user-test-of-

nuclear-capable-icbm/  
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Few Glimpses of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav Celebrations in Perth during September 2021 

    

India Connect 2021, 01 October 2021 

     

Gandhi Jayanti Celebrations, 02 October 2021 

                     

Lighting up iconic venues in Bunbury on 152 Birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, 02 October 2021 

       

Taste of India, 03 October 2021 
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Nritya Pradarshani- An Ensemble of Indian Dance Forms, 09 October 2021 

 

                  

Knowledge Day and Multicultural Event, 10 October 2021 
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Forthcoming Webinar/ Virtual Fairs 
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Come, Practice Yoga for a Healthy You 

at Government House Lawns  
 

An Initiative of Consulate General of India, Perth & Indian Society of WA (ISWA) at the beautiful Government 

House Gardens. Improve your posture, balance, breathing and coordination with a yoga class at Government 

House.  

 

Each session will be followed by 10 minutes of immunity boosting tips by an Ayurveda practitioner. 

 

 Dates : Every Thursday’s * 

 

 4-5pm 

  To register and for more info: https://govhouse.wa.gov.au/free-yoga-at-government-house-every-

thursday-afternoon/  

  

 

 

     *On days with inclement weather Yoga in the Gardens will be held at Consulate General of India, Perth.  

       For more updates follow us on social media. 
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